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Parent Thank You!!

One of the reasons Highlands School is such a great school is because of all the volunteer work and support that happens here. I am awed and thankful of the support, time, and generosity that so many parents have given to Highlands school. Thank you to our school PAC and to all of you who volunteer in running the Recycle program, the Hot Lunch program, the Milk and Cookie days, the Fresh Fruit and Vegetable program, One-to One Reading program, the Parent Call Back program, the Leadership program, and for bringing in snacks for birthdays, reading to students, and helping out in the classroom, and coaching sports. You are truly an amazing Highlands Community. 

After many years in the education system I can attest to the fact that parent involvement truly makes a school a better place for everyone, especially the children. Keep up the great work and I hope to see all of you volunteering or becoming involved in some way at our school in 2015/2016. 
Mr. Rogers

Fun Day

On June 19h our grade 6 Leadership team and most of the other grade 6 students will be providing a Fun Day for the school.  There will be a number of events held around the school and students with their classes will visit each of the events throughout the school day.  There will be water at some of the stations and we will be outside, so please provide appropriate clothing, etc., for this day.  The last event will be a tug of war between different classes and students. 
This activity provides leadership opportunities for those students who are organizing the event.  The students need to organize the events and provide the materials needed to make the event a success.  The event is also a way for the classes to have some fun together and celebrate the work they have done this year.  Lets hope for a nice, sunny day.  

Summer Reading Club
The Cranbrook Public Library is sponsoring Summer Reading Club, in cooperation with the BC Library Association, with funding from the Libraries Branch, BC Ministry of Education and RBC Foundation.  For resources and more information about the BC Summer Reading Club, visit the library’s website at cranbrookpubliclibrary.ca, the SRC Librarian’s website at kidssrc.bclibrary.ca, or the SRC Kids’ website at bcsrc.ca.  You can also contact Eila Miller for information or to book a tour:  emiller@cranbrookpubliclibrary.ca or at 250-426-4063.  


Hello Highlands Parents!

As we are coming to the end of another great school year, we wanted to take this opportunity to thank all of the amazing parents who continually support our Highlands kids.  Whether it was volunteering in the classroom, supporting the fundraisers, working with PAC on different projects and committees, or helping out at general school functions etc., we have a wonderful network of support within our school and that is something we should be very proud of.

Here is a list of all of the different ways that the PAC has supported our children in the 2014/2015 school year.  
	Roots of Empathy
	$150

	Transportation for field trips- bussing
	$2500

	Teachers Book Fair Fund
	$100 each classroom

	One to One Reading Program
	$100

	Red Cedar Readers Book Club
	$350- $400

	ABLE
	$2500

	Music Program
	$500

	Courtyard
	$100


	Blue Lake for Grade 6
	$1600

	Breakfast Program
	$200 plus discretionary funds

	Head Smashed in Buffalo Jump Gr 4 & Kindergarten overnight to Fort Steele
	$300

	Ice Maker for Office
	$120

	R & R Toys
	$400

	Carpet and White Board Carol Johns Room
	$1400

	New Projector for school
	$400


	Educational light cube for all grades
	$400

	Family Dinner
	$500

	Fun Day
	$300

	Milk and Cookie Day
	$200

	Highlands T-shirts for all students
	$600

	Families in need funds
	$300


We look forward to some exciting new projects for the school next year and invite you to be a part of these activities around the school!  
Happy summer to all.
Sincerely, Highlands Parent Advisory Council

Our school year is quickly coming to an end with only three weeks left to go. I am thankful, as many of you are, to have a normal June this school year. Our school’s staff has been busy preparing for a variety of school field trips and some of them are overnighters as well. It is great to see students getting some “out of classroom” learning experiences, and some time to celebrate. 


We have begun the process of placing students into appropriate classes. We take this job very seriously and look at a number of different factors in choosing which classes the students are placed into. As a staff we look at academic progress, social development, behavior issues, and friendship issues of each student. This is a complex process, and it is compounded by the fact that we are still trying to determine whether we will have 11 or 12 classrooms for next year. The number of classes will be determined by the school’s population. I am expecting that we may be have to wait until September and I anticipate that we will be well over 270 students for next year. At present we have 264 students registered. We may have to hire as many as 6 teachers and 4 educational assistants, due to retirements, temporary contracts, and job reassignments due to seniority.


I would like to thank parents for their input and we will try to accommodate your requests.


You may have heard that Mrs. Pearson will not be with us for the rest of the school year. Unfortunately she has had to deal with an emergent family issue. Our thoughts and prayers go out to her and her family and we hope for the best. Mrs. Wilson will be taking over for Mrs. Pearson while she is away. 


We have two teachers who will be retiring this school year, Mrs. Deanna Matthews and Mrs. Dawn Pelton. I want to thank both Deanna and Dawn for their many years of service. They are excellent teachers who are passionate, dynamic, dedicated, and caring, and I know they will both be missed at Highlands school. 


I would like to wish everyone a safe, fun, and adventurous summer. 








I M P O R T A N T DATES








June 11   Dare Graduation 1pm


June 11	New K’s Orientation


	10:30 – 11:30 am


June 12   Grade 6 Visit Laurie School


June 15	PAC meeting 7 pm


June 19   Whole School Fun Day


June 22   Fairmont Hot Springs


June 25   Last Day for Students


	9:00 to 11:00 am 


June 26   Admin Day 


	Staff only in attendance


Sept 8     First Day of School


	9:00 – 11:00 am 
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Principal’s Message


































































































Are you moving? �











Highlands School is in the process of planning classes for 2015/2016.  If you have not already done so please let the office know if you are planning to move or change schools.  
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How to Stimulate Summer Learning





Although most kids wouldn’t normally opt to study during the warm, leisurely months, there are plenty of ways to keep them engaged in reading, math, science, and art on their own.


In addition to the wide range of activities provided by community resources such as libraries or summer day camps, kids can also take advantage of online educational games and resources that keep them learning at their own pace.  Hands-on projects and activities, stimulation educational games, interactive websites, and exciting videos and readings that satisfy their curiosity will make learning feel less like a chore and more like summertime fun. [ASCD Education Update, Vol 55 #6, June 2013]





CHECK OUT THE HIGHLANDS SCHOOL WEBSITE FOR GREAT LINKS FOR STUDENTS





       





Metis Culture Days


We have two days of Metis Culture coming up on the 16th and 17th of June. This is going to be a lot of fun for the students of Highlands School. Mrs. Palmer is going to have a trapper’s tent set up in the courtyard. She has organized a number of presentations for the classes as well to happen over these two days. Some of the presentations will about furs and trapping, traditional jigging, music and spoons. Students will even be trying some bannock with berry jam. 













